
President’s Message—James Maloney

A Happy New Year to everyone!   2010 is sure to be an
interesting year for our industries in New Jersey. The
incoming administration is sure to make changes that
will affect us all. In any case, our transportation infra-
structure continues to warrant massive investment and
we are hopeful that there is the political will to provide
the long-term funding that is necessary to improve our
system. We further hope that improvements can con-
tinue to be implemented efficiently and effectively as

the result of good planning and program development. The AC RIGHT
program is a large-scale plan to improve access to Atlantic City. Tom
Carver, Executive Director of CRDA, Jack Lettiere of Lettiere Consulting
and NJDOT fame, and Michelle MacKinnon of AECOM will be our guests at
our January meeting and will present the AC RIGHT program. We hope
you can join us for that meeting.

Respectfully,
Jim Maloney—ASHE SNJ President

     SNJ Event This Month
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AUTHORS WANTED!
Articles for BASELINE the ASHE Southern New Jersey newsletter are needed! Submit

articles to the Editor: Judson Wible—PB Americas, Inc. 609.734.7052 /
wible@pbworld.com

We Welcome the New ASHE members for this Month

Adrienne Young - Johnson, Mirmiran, Thompson, Inc.
Kashfia Billah - Michael Baker Jr., Inc.
William Brooks - DRPA

Know someone who would like to join?
Click the link below to download an application!
http://www.reg6ashe.org/docs/SNJ/membershipapplication2007-
08.pdf

SNJ ASHE Membership Update

Total Section
Members:

Board of Directors 2009-2010
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Legislative Update

Calendar of Events 2009-2010

DATE EVENT SPEAKERS/LOCATION

1/20/2010 AC Right Program Carlucci’s

2/17/2010 Route 3 over Passaic River Carlucci’s

3/19/2010 Social Night Carlucci’s

4/2010
NJ ASHE Project of the Year

Contractor/Designer Roundtable

COMING SOON!
East Windsor, NJ

5/2010 Field Trip TBD
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Information from the State Chamber of Commerce:

1. The State Assembly Labor Committee has passed ACR-134 a bill that proposes an amendment to the
New Jersey Constitution which prohibits the state from collecting contributions, from Employers or employ-
ees, by means of assessment on wages, for any purpose  OTHER than providing employee benefits.  This
action was proposed to protect the State Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund, the Temporary Disability In-
surance and other workers compensation funds  from being used for anything other than what they are col-
lected for.
2. The Assembly Labor Committee  also passed A-4268 which Mandates Prevailing Wage for Maintenance-
related Projects.   This bill extends wage requirements for work on maintenance related project which ex-
ceeds the capabilities of in house maintenance personnel and is over $50,000.00   It is felt that this Bill will
increase the financial burden on the employer community and the Taxpayers by increasing labor cost regard-
less of productivity increases.
3. The State Economic Growth Committee has passed S-1096 which creates a Solar and Wind Energy Com-
mission.  This group will investigate the feasibility, financial implications and projected financial savings re-
garding the instillation of solar panel and wind energy turbines on State Property.
The Senate Labor Committee passed a bill S-3096 which requires any contractor bidding on any public works
project to participate in an Apprenticeship program for each separate trade involved in the project. It is felt
by many that this Bill will limit competition by discouraging or limiting many New Jersey Contractors from
bidding on these projects.  This legislation will ultimately drive UP costs at a time when successful low bid-
ding is essential for the industry to create more jobs and keep everyone working.

The ACEC Transportation Committee legislative up-date

The month of November 2009 was a slow month in terms of legislative activity.  When the national
unemployment figures crossed the 10% level with projections which show an increase of job losses
well into 2010 the Congress seemed panicked because of the tremendous political pressure on creat-
ing new jobs.  Both the House and the Senate have agreed to work on this job creations bill immedi-
ately after the new year and work on the Health Care Bill is complete.  Some considerations are aid
to small businesses, extensions of some expiring tax breaks, unemployment benefits, and direct aid

(Continued on page 4)



Legislative Update (Cont’d)
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to states to plug budget holes.  The details have not been provided at this time by either the
House or the Senate.   It is appearing that the SAFETEA-LU extension and other consideration
of a longer term highway bill would be moved along a separate track.
There are deficit hawks who are concerned that a “second stimulus” and its effect on the fed-
eral deficit would be harmful to an already record high loss.  The suggestion to use the TARP
Funds is not being looked at by this group as a positive since it will take money in the Bank
Bailout program and then re-issue it with a need to raise taxes to collect it back. This could
negate the impact of the additional spending on the economy.

Ms. Barbara Boxer of California, chairman of the Environmental & Public Works Committee has
indicate her intent to move forward with a LONG TERM bill during the current six month ex-
tension.  Ms. Boxer has stated that she will propose a full 6 year Highway Bill.  With bi-
patrician agreement the 18 month extension proposed for a Highway Bill has been passed
over to get right to a new 6 year program.

The Federal Highway Administration announced on December 16, 2009 that it has released a revised
MUTCD that governs traffic signals and markers on public roads.  This is the first revision since 2003.
Several of the many changes are the sign replacements and cross walks. As signs wear out they shall
be replaced with larger and more reflective units and Cross walks will allow for more time for the pe-
destrian to cross the traveled way.  Additionally, lane lines that end in intersections will now need to
be marked differently to allow drivers to understand that the lane is ending, and Flashing yellow ar-
row signals will be used to notify drivers that they can turn left at certain intersections.  Also for the
first time the color Purple will be used to sign traffic  into Toll Collection lanes.

The Alliance for Action Reports

The first Transit Tunnel Contract has been awarded to a Joint Venture of Bernard of New Jer-
sey and Judlau Contracting of College Point, NY. The Design firm for this JV will be Halcrow,
Inc.  This contract is  for a one mile run in Manhattan.  NJ Transit expects to receive bids for
the Palisades Tunnel segment within weeks to be followed by the third contract “The Hudson
River Project”.

Mr. Phil Beachem, President of the Alliance For Action has testified in front of Governor Elect
Christie’s Transportation Transition Team in December 2009.  He has explained that transpor-
tation issues are urgent in New Jersey.  They address more than just transportation in fact
they are key issues in economic development.  Mr. Beachem explained that Capitol invest-
ment, especially in Transportation is the  quickest most effective way to produce critically
needed revenues to address the State’s  budget and unemployment problems.

In December 2009 the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission has approved a resolution
to advance the Planned 310 million dollar replacement for the Scudder Falls Bridge.  This
would be the Commissions largest single capitol project in their history. Considering there is no
available State or Federal funding it is their intention to make this a Toll Bridge to pay for it-
self.

Respectfully Submitted,
George Lobman
AECOM

(Continued from page 3)



Superman or Clark Kent?

2009 is over and so is another NASCAR season.  Jimmie Johnson once again won the NASCAR champi-
onship.  That  makes  four  championships  in  a  row.   The idea that  a  driver  could  stay  on top for  four
years was unimaginable and yet he could win again next year. How could this happen? It was not by
accident.  Well, if he had more accidents he would have never been champion.  Jimmie Johnson is not
a household name. In fact he has been accused of having a boring personality. They call him Mr. Va-
nilla. True NASCAR fans are in awe of his accomplishments. The media however has given very little
attention to his feat. The reason is simple. The media is more interested in persons with personas.
Danika Patrick will enter NASCAR in 2010 and this will garner more attention than if Jimmie Johnson
had won ten championships in a row. I hold nothing against Danika (my problem). She will not even
come close  to  winning a  race  in  2010,  but  she will  be  the  NASCAR story  in  2010.  Danika  is  a  great
driver in the Indy Series. That’s nice, but NASCAR is a contact sport.  The media will  be all  over her.
She has  developed a  persona over  the  years  that  has  made her  very  marketable.  Is  it  good for  the
sport? This is yet to be seen. Danika has developed a great media presence and NASCAR knows this
will bring a ton of free press.

Maybe it’s good for Jimmie Johnson that he has not received a lot of attention.  The media has not put
him on a high pedestal. He has been called Superman by his peers because they understand what it
takes to excel in the sport. The media wants more. They need big personas. They need athletes like
Terrell Owens, Michael Jordan and Tiger Woods. But alas, it turns out Tiger Woods was actually Clark
Kent in disguise. Underneath the red shirt he wore on Sunday’s he was a mere mortal.

I have always said that star athletes have an obligation to be good role models. Unfortunately, it is not
always a priority for their High School or College coaches or even their parents. They find themselves
on world stages and try to maintain the personas their sponsors and agents create. The responsibility
to separate the personas from the persons is up to us. A great athlete does not equate to a great per-
son. We already know this but we still get lured in, hooked, and then served up to the media. The me-
dia fills us with half-truths and we fill in the rest to create what we believe to be the whole truth.

Children develop their personalities, morals and habits from the examples they are provided by par-
ents, teachers, coaches and peers. These are real people, not manufactured images. These are the
people who shape our children.

Charles Barkley took a lot of heat from the media when he said, "I don't believe professional athletes
should be role models. I believe parents should be role models.... It's not like it was when I was grow-
ing up.  My mom and my grandmother  told  me how it  was  going to  be.  If  I  didn't  like  it,  they  said,
"Don't let the door hit you in the ass on your way out." Parents have to take better control."  The Tiger
Woods situation woke me up and I have to agree with Charles. Personas are not real and should not
be roles models.

I hope 2010 brings good health and prosperity to you all.

Bob Palumbo
Stokes Advertising / JM Visual Communications
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Classifieds
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Johnson, Mirmiran, Thompson, Inc. (JMT) is one of the fastest growing engi-
neering firms in the eastern United States and is currently ranked #127 on
ENR’s List of Top 500 Design Firms. An employee-owned firm, JMT offers
competitive salaries and benefits, and is considered one of the “50 Best Firms
to Work For,” by CE News magazine. JMT is currently seeking a Highway En-
gineer for our Philadelphia, PA location:

Highway Engineer
Design of transportation (highway) projects for public clients at the local,
county or state level. Min. Six years highway design. BSCE required; Master’s
degree preferred. PE or ability to become licensed in PA within six months.
Project experience with PennDOT is a must.

For more information, visit www.jmt.com or email careers@jmt.com.

See how bright your future can be and apply online at:
www.jmt.com

EOE/AA Employer

http://www.jmt.com/
mailto:careers@jmt.com
http://www.jmt.com/


Newsletter & Scholarship Sponsors
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Has Your Firm Advertised this Issue?
Check out the following pages to determine if you

need to get us your advertisements.

For more information contact Seth Barton (barton1060@comcast.net)
E-mail Jud Wible (wible@pbworld.com) with:
¶ A high resolution company logo
¶ The text that you’d like to include in the advertisement
¶ Your plan for submitting payment for sponsorship
Mail Checks to: Seth Barton  7 Sunnyside Circle, Columbus, NJ 08022

PB Americas, Inc
506 Carnegie Center
Princeton, NJ  08540

609-734-7000

Program Management · Planning · Engineering ·
Construction Management

www.pbworld.com

Platinum Sponsor Platinum Sponsor

Meeting Sponsor January

mailto:barton1060@comcast.net
mailto:wible@pbworld.com
http://www.pbworld.com/


If you have questions or would like to learn more about Pro-
matech, Inc. and our services please contact:

Carrie Streahle, Vice President at
cstreahle@promatechinc.com.

Main Office
302 New Jersey Avenue

Riverside, NJ 08075
Phone: 856.461.3663
Fax: 856.461.3996

Teamwork - Quality  -  Commitment

§  Transportation Engineers  §  Building/Site Engineers
§  Infrastructure Management Systems  §  Planners

§  Surveyors  §  Construction Managers

Lebanon, New Jersey - Ph: (908) 236-9001, Fax: (908) 236-9669
Morris Plains, New Jersey - Ph: (973) 377-8500, Fax: (973) 877-0925

Freehold, New Jersey - Ph: (732) 303-5990, Fax: (732) 303-5991
www.gpinet.com

Newsletter & Scholarship Sponsors
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Newsletter & Scholarship Sponsors
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Advanced Infrastructure Design, Inc. (AID)
1 Crossroads Drive Hamilton, NJ 08691

609-371-5000www.aidpe.com

Pavement ǒ Geotechnical ǒ Nondestructive Testing
Construction & Materials Inspection ǒ Database Management & Design

Bridge Deck Evaluation ǒ Geographic Information Systems

Certified SBE & ESBE

Highway ƀ Bridge ƀ Bridge Inspection
Construction Phase Services

Architectural ƀ Environmental

2 Eves Drive, Suite 110
Marlton, New Jersey   08053

Phone: (856) 797–4300 ƀ Fax: (856) 983-8739
www.bh-ba.com

http://www.bh-ba.com/


2009-2010 ASHE SNJ Sponsorship Levels & Benefits

Ž Platinum Level - $1,000
Full page, professionally written feature article on your firm (topic of your choice) in one SNJ

ASHE’s Baseline newsletter
Featured Sponsor on main page of www.ashesnj.org
Unlimited Want Ad postings in Baseline newsletter and www.ashesnj.org
Special Recognition at each SNJ ASHE Regular and Special Events – verbal and on presentation

screen
Two Annual SNJ ASHE Memberships – new members only
Traditional Baseline Newsletter Ad

Ž Gold Level - $750
Recognition display at each SNJ Event
Traditional Baseline Newsletter Ad
Company Logo and link on www.ashesnj.org
One want ad posting in Baseline newsletter (one issue only)
One Annual SNJ ASHE Membership – new member only

Ž Silver Level - $500
Recognition display at each SNJ Event
Traditional Baseline Newsletter Ad
Company Logo and link on www.ashesnj.org

For annual sponsorships, please check the desired sponsorship level and return this form with payment to
Seth Barton (7 Sunnyside Circle, Columbus, NJ 08022). Make checks payable to ASHE SNJ.

We are proudly introducing meeting sponsorships for our monthly dinner meetings. As a sponsor of a par-
ticular dinner meeting, you will receive the following benefits:
Ten minute presentation to all attendees – promote your firm or your product
A seat at the head table with guest speakers for the evening. (Includes cost of registration / dinner). We

expect to have a number of owners and industry leaders present their programs in 2009-2010.

To reserve your space as a Meeting Sponsor, please contact Seth Barton (barton1060@comcast.net.)

We will continue our annual golf outing program which fully funds SNJ ASHE’s scholarship program. Each
year, our section awards multiple scholarships to support students from southern New Jersey that are pur-
suing civil engineering degrees. Sponsorship information for this event will be distributed with registration
information in the Spring.

Firm Name:
Responsible Individual:
Address:
Telephone:
Email:
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Sponsorship Page—Renew Your Ads NOW!

http://www.ashesnj.org/
http://www.ashesnj.org/
http://www.ashesnj.org/
http://www.ashesnj.org/
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Dear SNJ ASHE Members,

On Monday, January 11th, 2010, Joseph Kealey, a fellow

highway professional was killed in the line of duty as he

assisted a stranded motorist on I-76 in Camden County.

The Safety Committee has decided to dedicate this page

in Joe’s memory and our thoughts and prayers are ex-

tended to Joe’s family, friends and coworkers as they

cope with this tragic loss.

The Safety Committee asks each of you to take a mo-

ment and reflect upon your daily highway engineering

efforts and, in honor of Joe’s ultimate sacrifice; ask your-

self “Can we raise the highway safety bar?”  Please re-

member that, although many crashes will occur despite

our efforts, we can make a difference.

If you are interested in finding out more about the SNJ

ASHE Safety Committee please email

(joe.fiocco@mcmtrans.com) me at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Joe Fiocco, Safety Committee Chair

6,651 Work Zone (WZ) Crashes
occurred in New Jersey during 2008:

Construction Zones 4,747
Maintenance Zones  209
Incident Zones 1,027
Utility Zones 246
Other 422

1,472 WZ crashes occurred in South
Jersey (Atlantic, Burlington, Camden,
Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester,
Monmouth, Ocean, and Salem Coun-
ties)

Drivers, in New Jersey, approaching stationary emer-
gency vehicles, tow trucks and other highway safety vehi-
cles displaying red, blue and/or amber flashing lights must
move over one lane or, if not safe to move over, then
slow down below the posted speed limit. The law requires
motor vehicle operators to reduce their speed and change
lanes when approaching authorized vehicles displaying
emergency lights. Such vehicles include police, fire and
medical services vehicles, and also highway maintenance,
tow trucks and official motorist aid vehicles displaying am-
ber emergency lights. Where possible, drivers are required
to move over to create an empty lane next to the emer-
gency vehicle. When safely changing lanes is not possible,
drivers must slow down below the posted speed limit prior
to passing emergency vehicles.

Fines for violating this law run from $100 to $500 and will
be determined by the municipal court in which the violator
is charged.

Additional details regarding this law can be found at
www.moveoverlaw.com.

 SAFETY PAGE

The SNJ ASHE Safety Committee welcomes input and participation from all ASHE members.  Please contact joe.fiocco@mcmtrans.com for details.  For infor-

mation how you can make your highway/bridge project safer visit http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov.

Where They Occur:

CRASH FACTS:

Started in 1994, ESP has made over 1,000,000 stops, patrolling 400
miles of state roadway.  They have reduced incident duration from
2.5 hours in 1995 to less than 1 hour in 2009.  They made nearly
100,000 stops in 2009 with a benefit to cost ratio of 19 to 1.  The
benefit to cost ratio is developed by calculating the time savings of
motorists not stuck in traffic and dividing it by the actual program
costs; for example - for every minute a lane is closed due to roadway
debris or an accident, four minutes of delay results.  ESP has histori-
cally responded to the majority of incidents in less than 10 minutes.
Prior to ESP, the average for removal was 30 minutes.  This 20 min-
ute savings results in 80 minutes of delay saved per incident.  With
the user cost per vehicle averaging approximately $16.25/hour, a sin-
gle ESP response to an incident on I-80 can save the motoring public
approximately $155,000 (4 lanes x 1800 vehicle./hr/lane x $16.25/hr
x 1.333hrs).

DID YOU KNOW…

mailto:joe.fiocco@mcmtrans.com
http://www.moveoverlaw.com./
mailto:joe.fiocco@mcmtrans.com
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov./











